North Brookfield receives grant for property cleanup

BOSTON — State Sen. Stephen

M. Brewer (D-Barre) and Rep.

Anne M. Gobi (D-Spencer) have

announced that the

Environmental Protection

Agency has awarded the Town of

North Brookfield a $200,000

brownfields cleanup grant.

These hazardous substances

grant funds will be used to clean

up a 3-acre 55 School St. parcel

site located within the North

Brookfield Downtown

Development Project area.

North Brookfield plans to redevelop

the site with retail and

commercial uses, which are

expected to create at least 100

new jobs and rejuvenate the

town’s tax base. Downtown redevelopment

is expected to help

preserve open space in the town’s

rural areas.

“This project will shape the

town’s future by bolstering the

local economy, preserving its

rural character of the town, and

protecting the environment,”

said Brewer. “This grant is a

reflection of town’s hard work

and dedication to preserving

downtown North Brookfield.”

“I congratulate the town on

their tireless efforts to secure

funding that will assist in their

long term goals of environmental

and economic improvement,”

added Gobi.

EPA’s Brownfields Program

empowers states, communities

and other stakeholders to work

together to prevent, assess, safety

clean up and sustainably reuse

brownfields. A brownfield site is

real property, the expansion,

redevelopment, or reuse of

which may be complicated by the

presence of a hazardous substance,

pollutant, or containment.

On Jan. 11, 2002, the president

and Congress passed into

law the Small Business Liability

Relief and Brownfields

Revitalization Act. Under this

law, EPA provides financial assistance

to eligible applicants

through four competitive grant

programs: assessment grants,

revolving loan fund grants,

cleanup grants, and job training

grants. Additionally, funding

support is provided to state and

tribal response programs

through a separate mechanism.
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Presenting a check to North Brookfield for $200,000 during a ceremony

Monday, April 7 were, from left, William Powers, aide to Congressman Richard

Neal (D-Mass.); Stan Chin, branch chief for the Environmental Protection

Agency’s Office of Site Remediation and Restoration; and North Brookfield

Selectmen James Foyle and Robert Lane.
